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The health care industry has often been cited as one The project began with the creation of a geodatabase using ESRI
of the fastest growing in Maine as in the rest of the Arc GIS 9.3 software. Examining health related data using a GIS
US. If this is the case, where does Maine stand in allowed for the identification of the geographic range of a health
terms of accessibility of hospitals and health facility catchment area (US DHHS), which is a term the federal
services in rural areas? The central question of this government uses to represent a population potentially or actually
study is "What are the primary barriers to improving visiting a health care facility for services.
accessibility and availability to high quality health
care services for the people of rural Maine?"

Cardiovascular disease is the leading cause of
death in Maine, causing 4 out of every 10 deaths in
the state. The standard driving time to transport a
person having a heart attack to a hospital is 30
minutes. The motivation for this study was to
examine if health services were geographically
accessible and available to rural areas.
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The term health care availability is defined as,
“what resources are available and in what amount
for delivering an intervention”. Health care
availability is related to, “the capacity of a health
system to service the size of the target population.
Health care accessibility measures, “the
geographic access of resources”. In some cases,
health care resources might be available but
geographic distance may be a barrier to access.
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This study hopes to illustrate that
northwestern and northeastern areas
of Maine are critically underserved in
health care services. There are also
areas where people cannot safely
reach a hospital in adequate time if in
need of critical care.
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